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By MELISSA WEBB
Correspondent

The Williamson County fi nancial 
department received good news 
recently.  Moody’s Investor Service 
assigned an Aaa rating to the county’s 
$37.82 Million (General Obligation) 
backed 2008 bond issue.  According to 
David Coleman, chief fi nance offi cer 
for the county, this is the fi rst time the 
county has received the Aaa rating, 
which is the highest rating possible.  
Williamson County’s rating in 2007 
was Aa1.

“This rating will save the tax payers 
money because the county will be 
eligible for better bond/interest rates,” 
said Coleman.  “Out of all 95 counties 
in the state of Tennessee, Williamson 
County is the only one to receive this 
rating.”

Additionally, according to data 
complied from 2005 Federal tax returns 
by the Transactional Records Access 
Clearinghouse at Syracuse University, 
the average adjusted gross income for 
Williamson County residents ranked 
seventh among all counties in the 
nation.

The Moody’s Investor report goes on 
to describe Williamson County as a 
“wealthy suburban county with strong 
economic growth in the Nashville 
Metro area.”  The county’s $24.2 
billion tax base, ongoing residential 
and commercial development as well 
as anticipated future development 
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By ASHLEY BONE
Staff Reporter

On March 5, to commemorate the 145th 
anniversary of the Civil War's Battle of 
Thompson's Station Mayor Leon Heron 
hosted a luncheon celebration. The historic 
Roderick Place, which Heron owns, was 
decorated in red, white and blue with at-
tendants in period attire providing refresh-
ments and entertainment for the guests.

Roderick Place is aptly named after the 

famous horse, Roderick, who was beloved 
by Confederate Gen. Nathan Bedford For-
rest. The story told is that during the Civil 
War battle, Roderick was wounded three 
times by gunshots and was removed from 
the fi ghting for treatment. He then galloped 
back to Forrest's side amidst the heavy 
gunfi re and suffered a fatal wound.

As drumrolls were heard in the back-
ground, a life-size bronze statue of Roder-
ick was unveiled near where the horse is 
buried.

“We think this will be a great addition 
for the community and the county, which 
is so strong in its Civil War history,” Heron 
said.

Heron also announced a “Roderick Award 
of Courage” to be given out every year 
starting in 2009. The award will recognize 
a local individual who shows bravery in a 
diffi cult situation. 

Staff reporter Ashley Bone can be reached 
at abone@c-dh.net

Thompson’s Station Honors 145th 
Anniversary of Civil War Battle

Horse Hero Roderick Honored  

Thompson’s Station Mayor Leon Heron unveils a bronze statue of Roderick, the famous horse known for its bravery during the Civil War Battle of 
Thompson’s Station. The event, hosted by Heron, was the 145th anniversary celebration of the battle.
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David Carter was dressed from head to toe as a 
leprechaun.
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From Staff Reports

Despite the cold temperature, attendees came from Franklin, Spring Hill, 
Murfreesboro, Nashville and even Canada to Féile Franklin! on Saturday, 
March 8. 

The 5th annual Celtic festival, sponsored by the Heritage Foundation of Frank-
lin and Williamson County, was a fun-fi lled day of entertainment. Irish dancers, 
music, crafts and beer and whiskey tastings in Downtown Franklin were among 
some of the activities enjoyed by the guests.

Beer tastings from Nashville's local Yazoo Brewing Company and Blackstone 
Brewery were available as well as beers made in Pennsylvania and Colorado.

Attendees were adorned in St. Patrick’s Day hats, beads and even beer goggles.

David Carter was dressed from head to toe as a leprechaun. He wore green tights, 
a green suit and carried a wooden cane. He perfected his Irish accent and for the 
evening, he was no longer know as David Carter, but Paddy O'Blarneystone, his 
self-addressed leprechaun name.

Guests gathered for dinner at local eateries such as McCreary’s Irish pub and 
Mellow Mushroom Pizza. Others purchased fi sh and chips or Irish stew 
from local vendors.
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